
�
�

�

����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

August 2008      

���������	
�� �
�����

���	���	�	������
�������	����	���	���������� ����	������ �

�����������	
���
� �������� �
�

Saturday, August 23rd  
Final races of the Winter Series 
 
Saturday, September 20th  
Working Bee 

Saturday, September 27th   
Allocation Day for Black Shed & Trailer Park 
 
Saturday, October 11th  
Opening Day 
 
Labour Weekend 
Old Salts Reunion 
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Contact Details  
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
    Sat 9am-1pm  
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org..nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
 Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 
  Kilbirnie,   
  Wellington 6041 

Physical address:  
  501 Evans Bay Parade,  
  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6003 

Slip master / Bookings           
  027-240-5109 or  
  04-939-4172 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
 04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 10. 
 

The Spinnaker  is produced bi-
monthly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Alison Pritchard 
  04-385-7347 
  kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
 
Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract 
 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
Next Issue – October 2008 
 
 
 
 

 

Commodore’s Report  
 
Greetings fellow club members, it is with excitement and 
enthusiasm that I write to you as your newly appointed club 
Commodore.  Many of you may not know who I am but I 
sincerely hope that as the term progresses I get the 
opportunity to meet each and every one of you at some 
point.   
 
I have been a member of the Evans Bay Yacht & Motor 
Boat club since 2004 after my husband Mark and I 
purchased our first boat - a Noelex 22 called Mistress.  I 
have been sailing since I was very young but graduated 
straight from the Optimist to Trailer Yachts with a short stint 
in high school sunburst racing on the way through.  I started 
racing in a Monarch with my father and older sister when I 
was about 8 and have been involved in casual racing ever 
since.  Not one for sitting around watching the scenery, my 
sailing is very much focussed on racing and I have been 
known to be a little competitive at times.   
 
Late last year, Mark and I had the opportunity to purchase 
Big Brumus, a Noelex 25 which has been based at Evans 
Bay for a long time.  While Big Brumus is still being restored 
to her former glory (and we hope speed), we are thrilled to 
be able to race with the Gazelles in Division 2 – all we need 
now is some co-operative weather and a crewmate or two 
and it will be all on.  Our Noelex 22 is still part of the family 
at present although apparently owning 2 boats is being 
greedy so we may have to sell her in the coming summer.  I 
would love to see a Noelex 22 fleet up and running at the 
club, since there are at least 6 in the club and they are 
great boats to learn to race in. 
�

When I am not sailing or working on the boat(s), I am the 
co-director of a consultancy business based in Wellington.  
We work with the horticultural industry to provide 
independent advice on Biosecurity policy and market 
access issues.  As part of the business, I manage two 
industry organisations (NZ Citrus Growers and NZ Truffle 
Assn) so I am well acquainted with the challenges of 
managing membership based organisations.  In total I am 
responsible for management, including financial 
management of four separate businesses.  As you may 
imagine this requires skills in organisation, efficiency and a 
great deal of focus.  That combined with my background in 
risk management means I have a lot to offer the club during 
my term. 
�

I have only been in this role for seven days so there is a lot 
of learning and prioritisation to be done.  �
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It is no secret that the club has been through some difficult times recently and some of you may 
well have concerns about the number of new faces in management roles at the club.  The new 
faces bring some significant and important skills to the roles to which they have been appointed 
and are well supported by a range of ‘old hands’ such as the immediate past Commodore John 
Seggie who now holds the position of Club President.  Your incoming management team are 
committed to focussing on the future of the club and its members. 
 
At our first management meeting, we will be setting goals for each individual area of responsibility 
and I look forward to reporting on the progress of these over the coming newsletters.  Initially I 
intend to focus on financial accountability and progressing the accessible toilets project.  Rest 
assured that while this is a priority, sponsorship is a key component to moving forward and I am 
keenly aware of the need for the club to maintain a favourable financial position. 
 
I hope that as the club moves into a new sailing year, every member and affiliate member takes 
part in club activities at some point.  There is a lot going on and still more to come and if you 
haven’t been to the club for a while, I encourage you to get involved.  Make sure we have your 
email address and you will receive emails letting you know about upcoming events.  Finally, I 
encourage you to contact me if you have comments, concerns and of course, compliments or 
would just like to introduce yourself – see you on or near the water.   
 
Nikki Johnson 
Commodore�
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Learn to Sail – Relocation 
 
With the Flying Fifteen fleet moving on, the building commonly known as the ‘Flying Fifteen Shed’ was 
essentially vacant.  This provided a wonderful opportunity for the relocation of the ‘Learn to Sail’ 
equipment.  
 
As all Hard Stand areas are recognized as ‘hazardous’ areas, with their own health and safety requirements, 
removing the need for Learn to Sail participants to frequent the area can only be seen as a safety 
improvement.  With the boats closer to the rigging area, launching ramps and club house there is less 
distance to push and pull heavy boats and trailers - a blessing to all involved.  
 
With the Learn-to-Sail equipment all in the same area (420 compound next door) security should also be 
improved, with better visibility and control over who is able to access these areas.  
 
To facilitate the move, Club Captain Matt McCullough and Vice Commodore Gary Wagstaff (architect), 
drew up a couple of clever plans for effective use of the space.    
 
The Facilities Committee of Matt McCullough, Frank Clark, Rory Graham and Steve Hazelwood, along with 
Rodger Wilson, Allan Osborne and Daryl McGee, built a new optimist rack, mezzanine at the back of the 
shed, mast racks, life jacket racks, swept the floor, and moved the boats and equipment to their new homes.   
 
Matt Taylor and Greg White turned up later in the day to give a hand dismantling the old Optimist rack in 
the Black Shed. This was no easy job given it had been put together with 4 inch steel nails that have gone 
rusty in the timber.   
 
The Weather Gods played their part with the day remaining dry, allowing the team to get a big job done in 
just one day. A fine effort! 
 

Being next to the Clubhouse should make it easier for 
new people to find the shed especially after the sign 
writing has been completed.  Maybe we need to get a 
flag like Bob Bakker used to fly from the shed in the 
old days… 
 
Rodger Wilson  
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Travels with Uncle Brian & his friend Rita (ex Rear  Commodore of EBYMBC), on his yacht 
Kyogle, currently in Vanuatu 

 
08/07/2008 to 14/07/2008, lazing around Port Vila waiting for the engine part to arrive. During that time we went 
to a couple of cruising dinners at local restaurants organised by one of the yachts that’s has been in Vanuatu a 
few years. The company was good and a great way to find out the good places to go. The food tasted good, but 
the serves were small, especially the Thai restaurant, you we lucky to get a tablespoon full of each dish. Had to 
come back to the boat and have cheese and crackers and bananas to fill us up.  
 
15/08/2008 Tue,finally got the engine part in our hands, it arrived in Port Vila over the weekends but it took over 
24 hours to get it cleared through customs, engine part was fitted and all systems working by 1730. 
 
17/08/2008 Thur, got our new cruising permit, did a final shop to stock up on supplies, paid the mooring account 
and topped up the water. 1215 we headed out of Port Vila, 1700 anchor down at Moso Island just outside 
Havannah Harbour, lovely motor sail. Beautiful spot, warm clear water, with a lot of dead coral and very few fish.  
Great to be on our way to somewhere different. 
 
19/07/2008 Sat, motor sailed to Leman Bay on the northern end of Epi, then sailed to Paama island, caught a 
fish on the way. We were going to drop anchor in one of the bays on Paama, but the water was to deep, 70 
meters in most places. Gave our fish to one of the locals that was fishing in his traditional dugout canoe off 
Paama, he was very happy. Most of the islands around Vanuatu use the dugout canoes for fishing and transport. 
We continued to Ambrym Island to anchor.  
 
20/07/2008 Sun, very rolly in Craig Cove, so after the rain shower went through we up anchor at 0945 and 
headed for Port Sandwich on Malakula Island, great inlet and a beautiful spot and very calm.  Rained most of the 
day on and off. 
 
21/07/2008 Mon, went for a dinghy ride up Murder River once we found the mouth, very hard to see amongst the 
mangroves. Did washing in almost fresh water in the river. Up anchor at 0945 and went to Awai island at the 
southern end of Malakula island, anchor down 1300 another lovely claim spot. Did some exploring of the island 
as well as part of Malakula in the dinghy. When we got back to the yacht, two men from the village on Awai 
Island came to the boat and wanted to know if Brian could have a look at the village generator and see if he 
could fix it. So we went ashore to Awai island again and then had a lovely walk across the island to the village. 
The village was very tidy, clean and neat, the houses are of traditional thatch roofs, woven walls and dirt floors, 
with a central cooking hut with open fires for cooking and a well in the centre of the village. The spring was 
broken on the pull start of the generator, Brian managed to use the main part of the spring to erect a new one to 
fit by heating it in the cooking coals so he could bend it into the correct shape. But once put back together it still 
didn’t work properly.  It was dark by now so we were led back across the island walking by torch light to our 
dinghy on the other side. The villagers wanted the generator for the Children’s Day celebrations on the 24th July. 
 
Brian went back to the village by dingy at 0700 the next morning to have another look at the generator. He 
managed to fix it. 1045 we up anchor and headed up the west coast of Malakula to Millipe Bay a pleasant sail 
most of the way before we had to use the motor. Dropped anchor in the bay at 1445, six other yachts in the bay, 
all here to attend the traditional custom grading festival of the small Nambas people on Toman Island. The 
festival started today, so hopefully we didn’t miss too much. 
 

23/07/2008 Wed, 0645 we headed to Toman Island by dinghy as there is nowhere 
to anchor on the island. The island was about 1½ miles from the bay we were 
anchored in. The passage we went across had quite big waves with a reasonable 
swell, it was a quite exciting wet ride. We were met on the beach by some of the 
locals from the village near the beach and then waited for the rest of the yachties to 
arrive. I was taken off by one of the village women to her house to be given a 
Mother Habit dress to wear at the festival, the other visiting women had been given 
a dress the day before to wear. This is the first time outsiders were allowed to the 
grading ceremony, and also there was a film crew from the National Museum in 
Port Vila there to film the whole event. The last time this village held this ceremony 
was between 25 or 37 years ago, we kept getting conflicting stories but it happens 
once in a blue moon. Once all assembled we walked across the island to the village 
were the ceremony was being held. It was a lovely walk through the trees and 
shrubs.  
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When we arrived at the village we were greeted by two chiefs. The chiefs and the men and women who were 
taking part in the ceremonies were dressed in traditional dress, men were wearing just a nambas over their 
penis, which is made from a banana leaf, the women had just a woven skirt with bare breasts. The first event of 
the day was the initiation of three girls to the secret women’s area, this entitled some amazing dancing by the 
women and girls and the planting of stones. Two areas in the village we were not allowed to go were the secret 
men’s area and the secret women’s area, which were fenced off, we could stand by the fence and look in but not 
enter, only the people who have been initiated are allowed in these area. During a break in the ceremonies we 
went and visited the Hill Valley Primary School, which was a one room traditional building with a dirt floor and a 
blackboard, a few bench stalls and desks. The children recited their stories they had learnt off by heart. The 
school had very little equipment, so the next day we donated pens, pencils and writing paper to the teacher. The 
afternoon ceremonies was the initiation of three young boys into the secret men’s area and this also gave them 
the right to be circumcised in the next couple of years, two of the boys would of only be about 2 or 3 years old. 
There ceremony including the more amazing dancing and planting of the stones by the men and the boys and 
the donation of a pig to the secret men’s area. 
 
Also in the afternoon we attended the grading ceremony of one of the chiefs, all the Ceremonies included a lot of 
traditional dancing of the participants and the men playing the traditional drums. At the end of the day it was 
another exciting and wet dinghy ride back to the bay were the yachts where anchored. 
 
Lunch for both days of the festival was rice, taro and fish served in a banana leaf and eaten with your fingers. 
 
24/07/2008 Thu, last day of the grading ceremonies.  The first part of the 
morning was the grading of the older women, this including dances, the 
planting of stones and also a dance were they shook down a small structure 
that they built on the first day and then the gruesome killing of the pigs, 
where each women slit the stomach of a live pig and then rip the heart out 
with their hands. Then it was the men’s turn, were they would use a large 
club to kill the pig by hitting it on the head. They can only hit the pig once 
with the club. If the pig didn’t die it was later clubbed to death or its throat 
cut. All pretty amazing but gruesome stuff. 
 
Next there was more grading of a couple of chiefs, one very high chief arrived and performed the dancing with 
the two chiefs, after each dance they would go off and change the decorations on their body using the earth and 
other natural products. Some of the dancing was done with masks. Then there was the spearing of a couple of 
pigs while dancing, which concluded the ceremonies. The pigs were all killed and cut up, and each yacht 
attending the ceremonies were given a taro, yam and a piece of raw pork if they wanted it. We just took a piece 
of pork. The rest was divided up amongst the groups that attended. The pigs that were killed by the women, 
were cut up by the women and the ones killed by the men were cut up by men. The men cannot touch the pigs 
killed by the women and vice versa. We said our thank you and goodbyes and went back to the yachts.  
 
The last two days have been an amazing and truly great experience of traditional island culture. It was wonderful 
to witness this.  
 
25/08/2008 Fri, 0820 up anchor and left Millipe bay for Awai Island, stayed put for a couple of lazy, wet days. On 
the Saturday Brian managed to fix one of the villages DVD players that had blown a fuse. The people from the 
village came over by boat to the anchorage to see if anyone could help them. Before they left they asked as if we 
wanted a roaster, we said no. Later they came back in there boat, with about 15 people on board and gave us a 
heap of fresh prawns which they had just caught. So that night we had garlic prawns for entrée, very nice, there 
were also tiny things more like shrimps that were fiddly to peel before I cooked them. 
 
31/07/2008 Thu, 0705 up anchor and headed to Luganville on Espiritu Santos, the largest island in Vanuatu, 
motored all the way arriving at 1415. Went ashore, Brain went to the Doctor because he had a sore ear and had 
lost hearing in it. Wandered around the town, shopping here is nothing like Port Vila, very limited in what is 
available. Cannot even get two litre bottles of lemonade or coke, we can only find cans. It is very much like 
Neiafu (Tonga) the shops are run by Chinese and they have a little of everything, food, cloths, house hold goods, 
fishing hooks, you have to wonder into all shops as you don’t know where you might find something, always in 
the least expected shop.  
  
03/08/2008 Sun, went ashore in dinghy and had walk on beach. 1000 up anchor and headed north. As we were 
getting out of the bay the gear box started playing up. I sailed the boat while Brian tried to change the gearbox 
over to the spare one. He has two on board since last year as he keeps doing in the thrush washers in the box. 
Brian was having trouble removing the spacer from the gearbox as the nuts where getting stripped from all the 
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changes over and they were an odd size that he didn’t have the correct spanner for. So put back problem 
gearbox and turned around and headed for Luganville were we could get an engineering company to get the 
bolts sorted out.  
 
04/08/2008 Mon, Brian removed the problem gearbox and we went ashore to get the nuts removed, also 
replaced the odd size nuts and bolts with new ones that fit’s the spanners he has. 1300 replacement gearbox 
installed and all working ok, so up anchor and headed around to the other side of  Aore Island to Ratua Island, a 
lot of tide in the southern end of the Segond channel very slow trip motored and doing 1.5 to 2 knots instead of 5 
knots.  
 
05/08/2008 Tue, motor sailed to Peterson Bay on Espiritu Santos east coast, a lovely spot with lots of little 
islands, 10 yachts in the anchorage. We are anchored just off the Oyster Bay resort, lovely place. Went ashore 
last night to have dinner at the resort, was supposed to be Brian’s shout, be he didn’t have enough cash and the 
resort hasn’t got credit card facilities at present, so I ended up paying. The resort has a satellite dish with free 
internet available to everyone so we will probably stay here a few days.  
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Sailability News  
Sailing 
Yachting New Zealand has its committee for sailors with disabilities up and running.  Its purpose is to 
ensure that all sailors have the opportunity to participate in the sport and compete internationally. This 
committee will be charged with responsibility for both sailors with physical disabilities and blind sailors. 
It incorporates the interests of both Sailability and the Blind Sailing Association. Both these organisations 
however maintain their independence, and the purpose of the committee is to add value, where Yachting 
New Zealand is able to do so, to the programmes these organisations already have in place.  Michael 
Jones represents us on this committee, and Don Manning is a YNZ appointment. 
 
The following is from YNZ’s 28 May 2008 Briefings: 
“Two World Champs in NZ for Sailors with Disabilitie s 
New Zealand is anticipating a busy start to 2009 with two major world championships in the disabled sailing 
realm. January 25th – February 1st will be the ‘Kiwi Cup’ a combined International Association for Disabled 
Sailing (IFDS) Single Person Dinghy World Championship & Access Liberty World Championship. March 
12th- 21st will see the 2009 IFDS World Blind Sailing Championship in Rotorua.  
 
The Kiwi Cup will be run between Sailability Auckland and the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, and will 
expect 25-30 boats to compete from up to 12 countries sailing in the Access Liberty Class boat, designed 
specifically for sailors with disabilities. Competitor classifications will range from IFDS Functional 
Classification System, Number One through to able bodied sailors. 
 
The IFDS World Blind Sailing Championship will host approximately 30 teams, organized by the Bay of 
Plenty Trailer Yacht Squadron and Blind Sailing NZ. For more information see event website 
www.2009worldblindsailingnz.com.  More information is available from YNZ http://www.yachtingnz.org.nz     
Thank you AXA  
Sailability received funding from AXA for some new sails (see photo front page), and VHF radios, all of 
which are in good use.  The radios are essential for safety, providing us with a means communicating 
between the shore and boats on the water, and boat to boat when we venture further a field.    
 

 
Black Shed Storage Rate Increase 

 
Due to increased running costs, storage rates in the Black Shed will increase by 7% for the new storage 
year starting 1st September 2008.  The invoices will be sent out at the beginning of September and the 
usual discount will be given for those paying the full amount by the end of September 2008. 
 

Interestingly, while the Black Shed barely raises an 
eyebrow these days, back in 1957 it was the cause 
of great consternation when it was proposed to 
replace the Nissen Huts that previously stood on the 
site, & that were used for the Flying Boats.  The 
Dominion newspaper of the day notes that “At Evans 
Bay club some skippers have expressed through 
direct action their dissatisfaction with a decision of 
the club to pull down the old Nissen hut boatsheds to 
enable the building of the new Harbour Board-
financed shed.  To date two X class Sanders Cup 
yacht skippers have removed their craft to the Royal 
Port Nicholson club.”   
 
Popeye (whose brother Hal designed the Black 

Shed) thinks the skippers were unhappy that boats stored in separate lockups were to be moved to 
common space, along with reluctance to remove sheds & the Nissen Huts. Can anyone else top this as a 
reason? 
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2008 - 2009 Management Committee Officers 
 

Commodore Nikki Johnson Ph 972-1613 Email commodore@ebymbc.org.nz 
Vice Commodore Gary Wagstaff Ph 387-2477 Email garywagstaff@xtra.co.nz 
Rear Commodore Doug Roberts Ph 589-2859 Email doug.roberts@paradise.net.nz 
Club Captain Matt McCullough Ph 567-2117 Email mdlj@clear.net.nz 
Sailing Academy Officer Martin White Ph 380-6110 Email whites.nz@gmail.com 
Communications Officer Alison Pritchard Ph 385-7347 Email kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
Events Officer Frances Broatch Ph 499-7739  Email weavert@actrix.co.nz 
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Introducing the new Rear Commodore 
 

I have been in the club for the past 3 ½  years, since I moved to Wellington 
early in 2005 with my partner Jasmine and we now have a 10 week old 
daughter Sian. I have been sailing since about 8 years old through a variety of 
classes and currently sail a Farr 3.7. 
 
I work for ANZ National in Corporate Banking based out of the National Bank 
building on Victoria Street. 
 
Looking forward to the year ahead I see a number of challenges and equal 
rewards. I would like to see an increase in the use of the club facilities and the 
number of people sailing. While the House Committee has ideas on achieving 
this we welcome and appreciate your ideas and feedback to help guide us.  

 

So please let us know what you think and what you would like to see. I look forward to hearing from and 
meeting with you all. 
 

Doug Roberts 
Rear Commodore 
 
 
Facilities 
 
Welcome to the new committee, thanks to Rory Graham, Frank Clarke and Steve Hazelwood for standing 
again.  And to the new committee members - Gary Wagstaff (officially this time), Ryan Leatham (who is in 
charge of the Black Shed as part of his duties), and Lynley Manning (who is doing some of the pink jobs). 
 
We have started the new club year with a big list of jobs to be done – it’s just like the story about ‘The Great 
Porridge’ – it just keeps on coming.  From replacing a couple of cracked windows, right through to re-
roofing the Clubhouse, which is overdue.   
 
We have hit the ground running and already have been able to tick a couple of things off. (Please have a look 
at the flash new doors on the new Learn-to-Sail Shed, formerly the Flying Fifteen Shed).  Getting through it 
all is going to take a lot of very hard work from a lot of people – not just the usual few.  So, if you have 
skills that you would be happy to apply in a voluntary capacity, and can make some time for us, please 
contact your Club Captain Matt McCullough - he is bound to find something on the ‘Big List’.   
 

Matt McCullough 
�

 
Every year the City Council’s annual harbour 

cleanup pulled up the odd surprise find. 

 
There’s always someone who’ll pull out all 

the stops to get to the top mark first. 
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