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Postcard from the lonian Islands, Greece
Hi All,

Murray Thomas tw isted my arm and suggested that | provide an update of my adventures in Greece,
where lam now working for a flotilla charter yacht company.

After a few delays (work, house, visas etc.) accompanied by continual stream of people all asking the
same question “When are you going?” (as if they were keen to see the back of me), Ifinally touched
dow n in London on 29" May looking for w orkwith a UK ow ned charter company based in Greece. After
sending off CV'’s to about a dozen or so companies, | got an interview w ithin a couple of weeks and w as
offered a job as the shore based (stand-in) skipper w ith Sailing Holidays w ho operate a fleet of 135
flotilla yachts in the lonian Islands (northw est corner of Greece, on the border w ith Albania and just
across from the southern tip Italy).

The fleet comprises Jaguars, GibSeas, Beneteau's, as w ell as a few Bavaria’s and Dufour’s. The Jags
are the oldest, and the cheapest to hire, and therefore are a good first time charter yacht, as are the
GibSeas and the smaller Bene’s. Each one or tw o week flotilla typically comprises 10-12 boats, with 3-4
people (customers) on board plus the lead boat of Skipper, Engineer and Hostess. The fleet of yachts
arew ell maintained for their age, with an experienced shore crew of diesel mechanics, auto electricians,
boat builders, riggers, cleaner’s etc. and comprehensive spare parts and stores to support the lead
crews on the water.

I'm back at the shore base near Gouvia marina in Corfu for the meantime, after spending the first four
weeks on flotilla in the South lonian. | had a great time on the lead boats, learning the ropes in the first
week and (stand-in) skippering the last three w eeks. Once the first morning main introduction briefing
was out of thew ay, |lost the nerves and things w ent pretty smoothly thereafter. Now back on shore, |
assistw ith the weekend boat turnarounds, provide any sail training on the first day of the new flotilla and
help with repairs/preparations during the w eek, with Tuesday afternoon and all of Wednesday off for
relaxing and sightseeing. This is a luxury that the lead crew s do not have, as they are basically on call
24/7 for the entirety of the season.

On flotilla, a typical day starts w ith the Skipper
giving a 5 minute briefing in the morning in w hich
you inform the flotilla w hat today’s destination port
is, how to get there, the w eather forecast, hazards
along the way, and things tow atch out for when
leaving and returning to port. Then the Hostess
provides extra details of the destination port and
its facilities (tavernas/restaurants, showers, mini-
markets, money machines etc).

The clients then leave the quay in their ow n time
under the lead crew’s general supervision (ie. we
help undo w arpsfropes and then keep an eye out
for problems such as crossed/tangled anchors). If
they have problems, the Skipper or Engineer
usually jumps in the RIB and races out to their
assistance. Then, once all the flotilla boats have
left port (sometimes as late as 12noon), the lead
boatw ill usually motor to the destination port in
order to meet the first arrival.

Sometimes, w hen the wind is up and there is
spare time, the lead boat w ill get an hour or so of
sailing, but not usually. A typical day for the flotilla
boats might involve 10-15Nm sailing, say 4-5
hours sailing time




with a lunch stop in a bay on the way. Not too strenuous, remembering it is their holiday!

Then w hen the lead boat arrives at the destination port, it is the Skipper’s job to decide w here the boats
will be tied up and how e.g. bow -to, stern-to, side-on. If the boats have electric windlasses on the bow
anchor, then it's usually stern-to unless the quay is exceptionally high. Mooring the boats up is alw ays a
busy and nerve-wracking for all and sundry as the potential for crashes and smashing into the quay is
quite high.

Once the boats get w ithin eye shot, | revert from handheld VHF communication to hand signals (I can't
shout to save myself, except the word STARBOARD, and the hand signals keep me calmeven w hen a
boat is careering tow ards another berthed boat or the concrete quay). It's also the most amusing time,
as clients forget the hand signals, dispute the hand signals (usually amongst themselves), drop the
anchor too early or too late, or forget to untie the safety rope on the anchor etc. The lead crew are of
course sympathetic to their plight, but record all these little incidents and remind the clients of them at
the final evening prize giving, w hich they take in good heart and jest (usually ).

I have also provided several sessions of sail training over the past 5 w eeks, which I have found the most
rew arding. Sailing Holidays is quite unique (or mad, depending on your perspective) in the sense that
they do not require the clients to have any prerequisite sailing qualification, such as RY A Day Skipper, in
order to charter their yachts. Their philosophy is to encourage people into sailing, not restrict their
participation. Thus w e get clients that literally have never sailed or been on a boat before. This is w here
my club instructor’s qualification and experience teaching Adult Learn to Sail at EBY MBC has really
come to the fore — just bigger boats, that don't capsize so easily! And the feedback from both the clients
and management has been very good, so it's just a case now of waiting for a permanent position on a
lead boat to become available.

As forewarned, the pay is not great, but the lifestyle compensates. |w ear shorts and t-shirt everyday
(and sometimes my jandals). There is no need for suit and tie here. The w eather has been sublime,
certainly consistent. Sunny, 36-38C in the middle of the day, cooling to a chilly 30-32C in the evenings,
with typically light NW winds in the morning and 15knot NW sailing breezes in the afternoon. Nothing
too challenging for the novice sailors.

And the lonian islands are beautiful, not lush like NZ, but stark and contrasting, w ith brightly coloured
buildings and gardens to offset the oppressive heat. The little harbours, quayside tavernas and
associated villages are picturesque to say the least. The pace of island life is generally very relaxed,
almost backw ard, but in a refreshingw ay. The food is very good, especially the seafood. And the
yoghurt is to die for (literally, apparently the fattest in the world). The Greek people are very friendly,
although this is based mainly on our contact w ith the taverna ow ners and staff w ho go out of their way to
please the lead crews and gain a good endorsement to the clients.

The Adult Learn-to-Salil class of Summer 2002 may seem an unlikely starting point for a career change
and venture into flatilla sailing in the lonian Islands, but these w ere the humble beginnings for my
adventure. Fromlearning to sail, | was then ‘encouraged’ to assist with the next batch of learn-to-sail
(continued over)

Builders of composite race yachts now offer
Wellington an accessible workshop facility for
repairs, refits and resprays. With a door
height of 6m there is not even a need to come
off your keel.

Recent jobs include chainplate and window
replacement, and rudder repairs on

‘Splash Palace’ for Geoff Herd, structural
repairs and topside repaint on 'Esprit’

for owners Cheryl Ferguson, Phil Bishop and
Terry Steven, rudder rebuild on 'Titus Canby’

for John Wood and prod installation on
‘Supergroove’ for Graham Rowe.
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classes, follow ed by a YNZ Club Instructor’s course which then saw me lead instructing classes. A few
years of club racing in the merciless Evans Bay w ith a few yacht charters throw n infor good measure
and here lam, with further sailing aspirations in my head and opportunities just around the corner. Will |
ever return to that office job again? Only the future will tell.

To sailing and especially the good folks at EBY MBC, | am deeply indebted for the opportunities provided
at the club. Long may it continue.

Happy sailing
Andrew Cromarty

Cups & Trophies by Johnbuurloo

In the June Spinnaker aquestion was asked concerningthe M arang Cup, presented in 1928 by M r Scott
Ramsey. It is named after the yacht now on the hard. Shewas owned by Berkley Clark and later sold to
M Scott Ramsey, and is described in the Club’s “ 50 years of Yachting’ as champion keel yacht 1930-31.
Marangi was sold to Auckland in 1937 and was brought back to We lington by the late Charlie

M ountfort. Sheis now owned by Carl Jackson.

Interestingy, Marangi (pictured) is one of seven

yachts built by T. Le Huget a Devonport in Auckland,
: and which were owned in Wellington. Of these,
Marangi and Galatea (recently trangported from
Auckland) are in our yard.

Wairerell, now on Pier 2in Evans Bay M arina (&
aso recently on the hard), was owned by Mr Ernst
Bucholz and is described by Ronald Carter’s Little
Ships as the most successful. The Bucholz Cup is
another of our trophies.

Wairerel| was champion ked er in 1927-28, when
owned by Chas Holmes (Holmes Cup). Le Huget was
from Jersey in the Channd Islands, and his yachts
were built between 1904 and 1915.

The Pet Cup is named after theyacht Pet, which was
built by Chas Bailey Senior in 1887. Shewas thefirst
winner of thetrophy in 1887. It waspresented to
EBYM BC by Dick M oult, awel known club member,
probably inthe 1940's. Hehad found it in ascrap
meta dealer’s junk pile, and recognising its valueto
the club, heretrieved it.

(If you haven't already, have a look at this trophy, it's
on the bottom shel f of the right-hand cabinet upstairs
& isatruly beautiful piece of silverware).

| am prepared to meet my Maker. Whether my Maker is prepared for the great ordeal of meeting meis another matter.
Winston Churchill
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The Black Shed

Thisyear the alocation day wert off reasonably well. M ost people stayed with their present gpaces and
only afew members did not show wp. If you have a ground berth or pace and you do nat need it right
now, can you please let me know; there are two people who are very anxious indeed to have a ground
space for their boats for the coming summer sailing season and if you are nat going to sail this summer,
for any reason, could they please have your space. You can ringme on 586-3919 or 021 650 236 to |eave
amessage; | amalittle hard to get hold of these day s but will respondtoy our message(s).

My gateful thanks to al those people who so kindly helped on this day. Therewas a pleasant feding of
working together which is such an important part of any club. It took a short time, comparatively, to
move the boats, confirm paces, get mast information ( which | have not acted on jus ye but am gad to
have), clean the shed and replace the boats. Unfortunately, we were so quick that severd members
missed out on the free lunch provided by the Galey-on-the Hard!

Dorothy Fox
Black Shed Co-ordinator

House Report

All is good in the hood. Anew team ofsmiley and pleasant House Committee workers have
now taken over your clubrooms. Thank you to Kate, Rory, Bob, Colin and Sven for putting up
hands to help out this coming year.

There have been a few blustery, wet and cold nights endured by the hardy regulars at the club
bar recently. The new main rear entrance to the club rooms seems to be working, we made the
change so that all the non-smokers that come down don®have to run the gauntlet of those
pesky old smokers that hang around the back door. | don®now about you but | think the new
rear entrance way has amuch better appeal than the previous entrance. Hopefully we can
encourage more patrons to the club rooms over the finer spring and summer months.

There hasn®been much happening to report on lately. We are starting to see more inquiries to
book the hall for hire, mostly for 21st birthday parties and the like. In the near future lintend to
have a new brochure regarding the rates and hall hire available and would hope that all
members start advertising, or at the veryleast mentioning, the clubrooms are for hire to work
colleagues. 1am aiming to hire the clubrooms during the daytime to companies and corporates
to run training seminars, sales seminars, general meetings. We can accommodate up to 150
people seated downstairs.

Hope to see you all atthe @alley on the Hard@oon. Happy and safe sailing to you all.
Alan Osborne, Rear Commodore

(Ed. Him Indoors & | had dinner at the club yesterday evening, & | have to say, the
surroundings are positively salubrious, but when combined with jazz music on the stereo, a new
range of fine wines & Yvonne’s ever changing menu, its hardly surprising that the only problem
we had was finding a seat. It was great to see some non-regulars and their families along,
looks like we may have to consider booking a table in future. To whet your appetites, | wangled
a sample menu from Yvonne.

Roast of the Day (lamb, beef, corned silverside, chook), accompanied by pumpkin with orange
& pinenuts, roast onions in balsamic dressing, fresh greens & Yvonne’s yummy rice salad that |
have neverbeen able to duplicate at home.)
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Debt Recovery Costs

The Management Committee agreed that, from 1 March 2005, all new outstanding debts
will incur interest and any associated debt recovery costs. Interest will be charged at the
rate of 19% per annum.

Introducing the new Club Captain...

Hello everybody, my name is Matthew McCullough. A little bit about myself for those who don’t
know who I am. | am a builder by trade, | am married with two teenagers, who | am trying to
encourage to sail. |sail the yacht Wakarere in the cruising division, on a regular basis. When |
am not sailing I am usually to be found down at the boat doing some kind of maintenance or
improvements on her, and if not there, having a beer and catching up with the regulars.

As I'm new at this position, | feel | haven’t got too much to say until I hold my first meeting with
the facilities committee. | am a no nonsense person who likes to call a spade a spade and not
muck around when it comes to getting things done, and look forward to mytime as Club

Captain.

Food for thought. If one does not know to which port one is sailing, no wind is favourable.
Lucius Annaeus Seneca

Matthew McCullough

From now on, ending a sentencewith a preposition is something up with which I will not put.
Wingon Churchill, honest.
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Officers and Sub Committees elected AGM 3 August 2006

Commaodore Miles Tremlett Ph 233-2417 Email m.tremlett@xtra.co.nz
Vice Commodore Gary Wagstaff Ph 387-2477 Email gary wagstaff @xtra.co.nz
Rear Commodore Alan Osborne Ph 801-5220 Email dan.osborne@palantir.co.nz
Club Captain Mat M cCullough  Ph567-2117 Email mdlj@xtra.co.nz
Saling Academy Co-ordinator  Brent Frogey Ph 938-4680 Email brent frodley @paradisenet.nz
Communi cations Officer Alison Pritchard Ph 385-7347 Email kokamo39@clear.net.nz
Events Officer John Segge Ph 388-6925 Email stewartmatangi @xtra.co.nz
Sub-committees
Salling Noe Thompson Salling Academy Remy Thomassen

Rory Graham M urray Thomas

Demian Dixon Sephen Luckin

Mike Coupe Grant Viggars
Facilities Dorothy Fox Communications  Trevor Weaver

Russdl Third Demian Dixon

Deirdre M cCullough M urray Thomas

Nic Toulis

Frank Clark
House Rory Graham Events Frances Broatch

Kate O’ Brien Ross Davies

Bob M awson Grant Viggars

Sven Bieringa Derdre M cCullough

Collin West
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DO | HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS?

About once a fortnight 1 send out emails letting members know what’s going on around the club,
sometimes these advise of changes of race detals, important events, or redly vauable free stuff that’'s
being gven away, so if you're not on nmy list you are missing out. | promise your email address is
completdly safe, | will not gve it to anyone, if forced, | will eat my hard drive rather than divulge
privileged information. So if you'd like to be kept informed, plesse drop me a line a
kokamo39@c| ear.net.nz

Cheers, Alison (Communi cations Co-ordinator, Editor, Genera Dogsbody)

Never, never, never believe any war will be smooth and easy, or that anyone who embarks on
the strange voyage can measurethe tides and hurricanes he will encounter. The statesman
who yieldsto war fever must realize that once the signal isgiven, heisno longer the master of
policy but the slave of unforeseeabl e and uncontrollable events. Winston Churchill




Thefirst Learn-to-Sail Committee M eeting for the 2006/2007 y ear was held on 8 August with, Rodney
Adank, Seve Luckin, Glen Syman, Remy Thomassen, M ark Tucker, Warren Rankin, Grant Viggars,
Helen Orchard, Grant Nalder, M urray Thomas, Ross Davies, Gary Wagstaff, and Rodger Wilson present.
A much appreciated great turn out. Future meetings will be at 6.00pm on the second Thursday each
month at the Clubhouse and any onewith an interes in Learn-to-Sail is welcome.

Thefollowing courses will berun for Soring 2006
Junior beginners 9.00am Saturday mornings, 10 sessions starting 7" October
Adult begnners 9.00am Sunday mornings, 10 sessions starting 8" October
Adult beginners 5.45pm M onday evenings, 10 sessions starting 9" October
Adult intermediate 5.45pm Tuesday evenings, 10 sessions starting 10™ October

Seve Luckin has kindly agreed to run junior races on some Saturday afternoons, for level 1 graduates.
Thiswill bea great step to bridge the gap to full racingfor our juniors, and keep them interested. It will
also encouragethemto stay at the Club and hopefully partake, withther parents, inthe usua Saturday
after racingprize-gving and socidising.

Adult learn-to-sail participants are agreat source of crew for trailler yacht and kedler skippers. By offering
aplace on your boat you will also help our students retain an interest and stay with the Club. Skippers,
pleasedo gveme acall if you have aspare spaceon your boat. Evenif it is only aone off.

Grant Nalder will be testing all Learn-to-Sail life jackets from 10.00 am on 26 August. All Club
members are a so welcome to have their own jackets tested at the same time. Just approach Grant
on the day.

*** The two hand held VHF radios have disappeared. They are an important
safety itemfor the Learn-to-Sail rescue boats. If anyone has seen these there
will be a suitable reward. »*+

Brent Frogey
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Higtory will be kind to me for | intend to write it.
Wingon Churchill
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T he Resene discount

When you visit your Resene showroom, present y our membership card & statethat you arepurchasing
for the Watersports Evans Bay ‘Cash Account’. All goods must be paid for a time of purchase by cash,
cheque, credit card or eftpos.

The discounts are as follows:

Premium paint 250ml to 4l tins 25% discount
A ccessories/brushware 20%
Protective coatings 15%

Premium 10It pails 10%

Soecidist 10It coatings 10%

M embers can also purchase Altex Y acht & Boat Paint at selected Resene Colour Shops a pecid prices.

(O)UANTUM |ADPRINT Ltd

@@= SAIL DESIGN GROUP

Altex

“achrt B Dot Padrd

I{"’L =

the paint the professionals u

-12 -




