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The Spinnaker 
 

Contact Details  
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open roughly: 
   Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
   Sat 9am-1pm  
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org..nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
 Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 
  Kilbirnie,   
  Wellington 6241 

Physical address:  
  501 Evans Bay Parade,  
  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6021 

Slip master / Bookings           
  027-240-5109 or  
  04-939-4172 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
 04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 15. 
 

The Spinnaker  is produced bi-
monthly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Alison Pritchard 
  04-385-7347 
  kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
 
Black & White Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
Bulk orders placed in advance:  
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract 
Please call for colour pricing. 
 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
Next Issue – Jan/Feb 2010 
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�

A Major Project & a Major Thank You 
 
Problem: The Club needs to provide accessible toilet facilities without delay 
Proposal: Construct a purpose built accessible toilet block by the start box 
 
Problem: Cost, even with Community Trust Grant, outside Club's financial capacity 
Proposal: a) Resurrect a previous Gary Wagstaff design & construct within the Clubhouse 
                b) As wall linings will need to be removed & beer lines re routed & new/additional 
                    plumbing piping/fixtures installed, tackle the problems of: 

·  Food & beverage service for Sailability members & 
·  Dramatically improve the functionality, the layout, & the hygiene requirements 
     of the kitchen. 

 
Solution: A group of normally reserved, but eminently practical people, decided they were sick  
               & tired of the talkfests, discussion groups, SGM's etc, etc, & put the above proposal to  
                Commodore Nikki; incorporating a totally free of charge labour contribution. 
                Nikki grabbed it by the tail & said “Let's do it!”  
 
 The final result is a fantastic transformation, a brilliant solution & a major credit to the stubborn, proud & 
competent team.  Any attempt to put a $ figure on the tradesmen hours donated by the team is mind blowing!  
However we do need to recognise them, & they must publicly receive our heartfelt thanks. 
 
Gary Wagstaff. Architect, original design & dealing with WCC & compliance issues. 
Rick Martin   WCC issues 
Barry Telford (Telfy) Commercial Joinery - supplied the material, built the kitchen & servery joinery, 

donated the fridge/freezer for the kitchen, donated the Lazer water heater for the front of 
house coffee station, donated the stainless steel kitchen bench.Donated 100's of hours to 
the project, including weekends & late nights, all the while his beaut launch sits on the 
hard awaiting his attention.  A legend! 

Rory Graham,  Rory Graham Building - supplied material & 100's of hours, again at weekends  & late 
nights. Telfy's shadow. 

Phil Rock, Phil Rock Electrical.- Phil is not an active club member, but that did not prevent him                        
from spending 4 weekends & several days thru the week wiring & rewiring the kitchen 
& servery---- in effect a total revamp. In the process he brought the existing wiring up 
to current standards. Phil has since moved to New Plymouth which makes his 
contribution even more commendable. 

Rodger Wilson Network Plumbing - 100's of hours removing redundant pipework, piping out new WC 
& kitchen & servery& coffee station. Rodger's work meant much time spent under Club 
house floor - filthy & freezing but still retained a sense of humour & embraced many 
tasks outside his trade.  The original stirrer of the project. 

Lynley Manning Spent more time on site than the build team, preparing lunches, &, at times, breakfasts 
& dinners. Superb camp mother & motivator. 

Paul Vautier  Provided the specialised knowledge of accessible design. 
Paul Price   Plastering & painting. 
Grant Viggars  Painting, colour behind servery, prep & varnish work bar top. 
Todd Birell  Lino laying. Todd drove down from New Plymouth  to do the job for us & is not even a 

Club member - he is a member of the Horowhenua Sailing Club & is linked to us only 
via the Paper Tiger fleet. 

Matt McCullough  Demolition & building. 
Bob Mawson       Demolition & building. 
Wade McGee       Demolition & building 
Chris Hargreaves, Chris Hargreaves Building - Building & lining work. 
Don Herbison       Toilet framing & Main Switchboard cableway  (continued over) 
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Daryl McGee     General extra hand to all trades ( good at under floor tasks) &  tv cabler. Courier of 

materials. An oldie & a goodie. 
Sven Beringa  Cleaning & more cleaning & general assistance to build team. Left field ideas man. 
Greg White  Cleaning & more cleaning - did a great deal on new oven. 
Ryan Leatham  Dog's body for build team, skilled broom pusher, apprentice belt sander operator 
Ann Seggie  A major hand in the pre opening day clean up. 
 
Our Marvelous Suppliers 
Steve Hazelwood Resene Paint product & varnish application on servery top. 
Alan  Atkinson  24/7 Services.  A fabulous job sorting & routing the beer lines. 
Graham Joy  Placemakers Evans Bay. A great supporter & always with us. 
Andrew Flint Rob McCauley - Zip Plumbing Plus, Newtown 
 
This has been a great project & a major step back in time to where we just got on with it & a  major building 
of Club Spirit. 
 

                               THANK YOU, TEAM!!!!!!!! 
 

                                                                                       Neil Blance 
  
PS. I take full responsibility for any omission but ask that any errors or omissions be brought to my attention 
such that I may add a correction in the next issue. 
�
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VICE COMMODORES RULES COMMENTARY 
 

The “STARBOARD” Hail 
Is it necessary? 

 

This commentary covers the most basic and fundamental rules of the Racing Rules of Sailing.  I apologise to 
those readers whose response to this commentary is “Everyone knows that!!"  I write this commentary because 
from the comments I have heard around the Club on this subject, I suspect everyone does not know that. 
 
“Rule 10 On Opposite Tacks 
 “When boats are on opposite tacks, a port tack boat shall keep clear of a starboard tack boat.” 

 
Simple stuff.  This rule imposes two obligations on a port tack boat:- 
(i) to keep clear of a starboard tack boat; and (by implication) 
(ii)  to keep a proper look out. 

 
Question: Does Rule 10 impose an obligation on a starboard tack boat to give warning to the port tack boat by 

hailing “Starboard!!”? 
 
Answer: No.  There is no rule which imposes any obligation on a starboard tack boat to hail to a port tack 

boat to keep clear. 
 
But: There is a rule which imposes an obligation on a starboard tack boat which is relevant to Rule 10:- 

 
“Rule 14 Avoiding Contact – “A boat shall avoid contact with another boat if reasonably 
possible.” 

 
Simple stuff again.  This rule imposes two obligations on a starboard tack boat:- 
(i) to avoid contact, even with a port tack boat required by Rule 10 to keep clear; and (by implication) 
(ii)  to keep a proper look out. 
 
So, where does this leave a starboard tack boat on collision course with a port tack boat required by Rule 10 to 
keep clear? 
 
If it becomes apparent to a starboard tack boat that a port tack boat is not going to keep clear (particularly 
because it seems the port tack boat is not aware of the starboard tack boat) the starboard tack boat has two 
options:- 
(i) hail the port tack boat in an endeavour to make the port tack boat comply with Rule 10; 
(ii)  alter course to avoid contact, either by dipping or tacking. 
 
So, if you are a starboard tack boat approaching a port tack boat which is failing to keep clear, what do you do? 
(i) hail and hope? 
(ii)  alter course to avoid contact, and protest? 
 
The answer to this question lies in your tactical approach.  Before you decide what option to take, you need to 
run the following tactical considerations through your computer, all at the same time and possibly (if you have 
not been keeping a proper look out) in a few seconds:- 

(a) if you hail, what is the port tack boat likely to do, and is that what you want it to do? 
(b) do you want to disadvantage the port tack boat by imposing a penalty on it, or run a protest if the 
penalty is not taken? 
(c) are you currently on a lift or a knock? 
(d) do you want to be on the left hand side of the course or the right hand side of the course? 

 
What your computer will spit out for you will depend to a large extent on your position relative to the position 
of the port tack boat, particularly in respect of which boat is the furthest to weather, notwithstanding the 
collision course both are on. 
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If you are sufficiently advanced to windward of the port tack boat (so that if the port tack boat didn’t keep clear 
it would collide with you), you are in a controlling position.  If you want to continue on starboard tack (either 
because you are on a lift or you want to keep going left) you will want the port tack boat to stay on port and dip 
you.  Clearly the best way to achieve that is to give the port tack boat an early warning to keep clear, by hailing.  
The port tack boat will be more likely to dip you than to tack in your lee. 
 
If the port tack boat is sufficiently advanced to windward of you (so that if the port tack boat didn’t keep clear 
you would collide with it), even though the port tack boat is the give way boat you may not be in a controlling 
position.  If the port tack boat also wants to go left it will try to tack under your bow and force you tack away on 
to an undesirable board.  Therefore, in this situation, a hail may be undesirable and you may be best to alter 
course at the last second to dip the port tack boat and hail a protest.  The port tack boat, recognising that it has 
failed to keep clear and you altered course to avoid contact, may do the honourable thing and take a penalty.  
Chances are, it will not.  If you wanted to press the point, you would lodge a protest.  Trouble is, winning a 
protest under Rule 10 where there has been no contact can be very difficult [refer ISAF Case 50]. 
 
Consider this.  You are a starboard tack boat on a collision course with a port tack boat.  You expect the port 
tack boat to keep clear, but it doesn’t.  You collide with the port tack boat causing damage to it.  The port tack 
boat retires from the race.  You carry on.  The port tack boat lodges a protest against you for breaching Rule 14.  
The outcome of the protest would (in all likelihood) be:- 
 
(i) if you hadn’t hailed starboard before the collision, you would lose the protest and be disqualified from 

the race; 
(ii)  if you had hailed starboard  before the collision you will have acted to avoid contact and (provided you 

had taken the prescribed turning penalty for breaching Rule 14) you would win the protest and your 
finishing place would stand (unless you gained significant advantage in the race or race series as a result 
of the collision). 

 
Conclusion: Whilst a “Starboard!!” hail to a give way boat is not necessary, it is most often desirable and 
prudent.  A breach of Rule 14 by a starboard tack boat has more significant penalty ramifications for the 
starboard tack boat than the penalty ramifications for a port tack boat in breach of Rule 10. 

�

Debt Recovery Costs  
 

The Management Committee agreed that from 1 March 2005, all new outstanding 
debts will incur interest and any associated debt recovery costs.  
Interest will be charged at the rate of 19% per annum. 
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Border security is everyone’s business 
 
The New Zealand Customs Service has the vital job of 
protecting New Zealand’s border to enhance the security and 

prosperity of our country.  Customs is constantly seeking information from the public on any suspicious border activity 
and in 1977 set up Coastwatch. 
 
Customs Manager Operations Coordination, John Ladd, says that Coastwatch is run on a similar concept to 
‘Neighbourhood Watch’, and is especially important in isolated areas and small coastal communities.  “Border security 
is everyone’s business. It was local knowledge and vigilance that helped lead to the identification and capture of the 
Rainbow Warrior bombers.  The community have an even greater role in protecting our borders today. “That's why we 
have Coastwatch 0800 4 CUSTOMS . This is a nationally coordinated, 24 hour hotline to Customs.” 
 
“The local knowledge of members of the community makes them ideally placed to identify anything that appears 
unusual or suspicious or people or craft that seem out of place. Locals can play a vital role in helping Customs protect 
New Zealand communities from international crime, illicit drugs, terrorism, smuggling and other illegitimate activities.” 
 
“Labour Weekend signals the commencement of the annual armada of arriving small craft from the cruising grounds of 
the South Pacific. There will be more than 650 small craft, many of which will be overseas registered, arriving from the 
South Pacific islands during the season which continues through until Christmas. Members of the community know 
what looks suspicious in their area so we encourage people to let Customs know if they see or hear something. Call 
Coastwatch however minor your suspicions are”. 
 
Calls from members of the public are answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by Customs staff, and all information 
and details are treated anonymously and in confidence. The nationwide, freephone number to ring is 0800 4  
CUSTOMS (0800 654 279).  For more information www.customs.govt.nz  

 
See the checklist below to find out the information that Customs needs when you phone.   
 
.  

LOCATION 
·  Name of place 
·  Date and time 
·  Distance from an easily recognisable landmark 
·  Direction heading in 
·  Type  
·  Estimated length 
·  Name 
·  Number 
·  Port of Registration 
·  Colours 
·  Flag 
 

PERSONNEL DETAILS 
·  Number 
·  Male/Female 
·  Ethnicity 
·  Other Distinguishing features 
·  Type 
·  Registration 
·  Colours 
·  Direction aircraft / vehicle headed in 
 

 
WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR  
�  Exotic flora and fauna smuggling  
�  Unusual aircraft movements or activity on 

remote disused airstrips 
�  Anyone attempting to land in isolated areas 

(aircraft or boats) 
�  Ships signalling to the beach or shore 
�  Two vessels meeting at sea 
 

DO’S AND DON’TS  
DO 
�  Report any suspicious activity to Coastwatch 

0800 4 CUSTOMS, however minor it may seem, 
any time day or night.  

�  Ensure information is clear and concise 
 
DON’T 
�  For your own protection, do not get physically 

involved. 
�  Don't handle or disturb anything as this may 

harm vital evidence. 
 

 
 

 

The brain is a wonderful organ. It starts working the moment you get up in the morning and does not stop until you get into the 
office.  - Robert Frost 



�
�

- 10 - 

The Spinnaker 
 

A Short Communication from the Communications Department 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
If you have been receiving the Club’s email updates, you will know that the beginning of the season has already 
been incredibly busy.  We have already had the annual Working Bee, Opening Day, the WYA Regatta, a Quiz 
night, Learn to Sail courses, Old Salts and Friday night meals & membership draws are back.  The PTs have also 
had a great regatta at Lake Wairarapa hosted by Horowhenua Sailing Club, and we are hoping that EBYMBC 
will take this back as one of their annual regattas with more of you joining us next year.  Wow what a start, and 
there is plenty more to come! 
 
If you have missed out on all of this, I can only assume that you have not been checking the website 
www.ebymbc.org.nz which is constantly being updated and/or you haven’t been receiving the Club’s email 
updates.  To get on the mailing list send an email to eb.comms@gmail.com 
 
Hopefully by now you will all have paid your membership fees and received your membership cards along with a 
new EBYMBC car/trailer sticker.  Your first sticker is free, thereafter you can purchase more for $4 each from 
the Club Office.  They are a great way to promote the Club so do use them. 
 
Apart from keeping you all well informed, the Communications team is also looking at our funding structure and 
how we can best recognise our amazing corporate sponsors.  If you have skills in setting up sponsorship 
structures, we would love to hear from you to ensure we do it right. 
 
In the mean time 
Keep in touch 
 
Jane 
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What is the difference between unethical and ethical advertising? Unethical advertising uses falsehoods to 
deceive the public; ethical advertising uses truth to deceive the public.  - Vilhjalmur Stefansson�
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�

2009 - 2010 Management Committee Officers 
 

Commodore Nikki Johnson c/o 939-4167 Email eb.commodore@gmail.com 
Vice Commodore Rick Martin Ph 021 241 7363 Email richard@gaultmitchell.co.nz 
Rear Commodore Lynley Manning Ph 388 9522  Email lmrw@xtra.co.nz 
Club Captain Gordon Cooper Ph 0274 458988 Email ebymc.captain@gmail.com 
Sailing Academy Officer Martin White Ph 380-6110 Email whites.nz@gmail.com 
Communications Officer Jane Thomassen Ph 027 668 0286 Email eb.comms@gmail.com 
Events Officer Mike Usher Ph 027 240 5109   Email mikann@paradise.net.nz 
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