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Saturday, 13th June 
Race One of the Winter Series 
 
Thursday, 25th June 
Special General Meeting 

Saturday, 11th July 
Race Three & Summer Series Prize Giving 

 

Thursday, 6th August 
Annual General Meeting 

Clockwise from top left –  EBYMBC Paper Tiger Racing Team takes Australia by storm (Pg 8), 
following on from the Olympics, what now for sailing in China (Pg 4), high speed action on the 
water at the annual EBYMBC Sounds Trip (Pg 14), and cruising boats gather to help celebrate 
the graduation of recent Academy students (Pg 12). 
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Contact Details  
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open roughly: 
   Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
   Sat 9am-1pm  
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org..nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
 Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 
  Kilbirnie,   
  Wellington 6241 

Physical address:  
  501 Evans Bay Parade,  
  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6021 

Slip master / Bookings           
  027-240-5109 or  
  04-939-4172 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
 04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 6. 
 

The Spinnaker  is produced bi-
monthly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Alison Pritchard 
  04-385-7347 
  kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
 
Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
Bulk orders placed in advance:  
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract 
 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
Next Issue – August 2009 
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From the Vice...   
 
As from the 1st January 2009 the new rule book became effective worldwide, all sailors of all 
capabilities should have a copy. Our office manager, Dale, can provide you a copy at a modest 
$20 each.  For big boats YNZ have published a separate booklet on the Safety Regulations and 
these are also available from Dale. The club expects that all competitors will comply with the rules 
and regulations.  The ISAF website www.sailing.org can also be of use for information. 
 
Saturday of Queens Birthday Weekend saw Matariki 2009 hosted at the club and organised by 
Hoe Tonga Pacifika Waka Ama Association which ran races from the club around to the fountain 
and back, and for the more experienced from the club around Matiu/Somes Island then to the 
fountain and back to the club. Competitors came from far a field and from observing the manner of 
the competitors after the racing, they all enjoyed the event. 
 
One of the facits which became very obvious was the number of volunteers around the premises, 
from taking entries to checking safety requirements to preparing for the after match function held in 
the club. This now leads me onto our own club. 
 
For many years the club has not had to worry too much upon having volunteers to carry out tasks 
on and off the water. However for various reasons the numbers are getting down and unless we 
increase the basis of volunteers there will consequences that will affect some activities at the club.  
From the Sailing side the following is the basis of resources required. 
 
Sailing Committee: 
·  People interested in organising racing for all classes and where appropriate speaking for their 

class group. 
·  Race Officers are in control of on the water and have experience in that role.  Those who wish 

to undertake this aspect can contact myself and I will advise the next steps in becoming a RO 
or assistant. 

·  Results are an important part of the process and require a person with basic computer skills to 
take the finishing times from the RO and enter into the computer. This role is basically an on 
the shore one but with a laptop could also involve being on the water. 

·  Rescue crew are also required and training in the use of the boats can be given. Unless there 
are the required rescue boats the Committee and/or RO may consider limiting the number of 
classes that can race that day. 

·  Class representatives co-ordinating with the committee. This involves speaking with the class 
as a whole and getting feedback to the committee. 

 
Anybody that is interested in becoming a volunteer in any aspect of the sailing administration 
should contact myself on garywagstaff@xtra.co.nz or 387-2477. 
 
Since this will be my last year as Vice Commodore I am looking forward to sailing my own boat in 
the forthcoming summer programme. This does not mean my interest in club affairs will stop, as 
for those who know me closely will attest. 
 
Gary Wagstaff 

You can always count on the United States to do the right thing, once it has exhausted the alternatives. 
- Winston Churchill 
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I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered. But I was not pleased to read the description in 
the catalogue: "No good in a bed, but fine against a wall." - Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Trainee Part Time Travel Lift Drivers Required 
 
Have you ever considered wanting to drive the 
Club’s 35 tonne travel lift? 
 
The Slipway Management Committee is 
looking to boost the number of volunteer back 
up drivers available for mid week and weekend 
slipping operations.  Full training will be given 
to those who have an interest.   
 
You will preferably be aware of the Slipway 
operations, perhaps having a boat you slip 
yourself and will therefore be aware of the care 
and attention required when lifting boats, 
understanding the health and safety issues 

involved and being able to maintain basic paperwork for the Club. 
 
If interested please contact Russell Third in the first instance at russell.third@dol.govt.nz or call 027 248 
2020 
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2008 - 2009 Management Committee Officers 
 

Commodore Nikki Johnson c/o 939-4167 Email eb.commodore@gmail.com 
Vice Commodore Gary Wagstaff Ph 387-2477 Email garywagstaff@xtra.co.nz 
Rear Commodore Bob Mawson Ph 027 245-6711 Email robert.mawson@weltec.ac.nz 
Club Captain Matt McCullough Ph 567-2117 Email mdlj@clear.net.nz 
Sailing Academy Officer Martin White Ph 380-6110 Email whites.nz@gmail.com 
Communications Officer Alison Pritchard Ph 385-7347 Email kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
Events Officer Frances Broatch Ph 499-7739  Email weavert@actrix.co.nz 

My dog is half pit bull, half poodle. It's not much of a watchdog, but it's a vicious gossip. - Craig 
Shoemaker 
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We have women in the military, but they don't put us in the front lines. They don't know if we can fight, if 
we can kill. I think we can. All the general has to do is walk over to the women and say, "You see the 
enemy over there? They say you look fat in those uniforms." - Elayne Boosler 
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The Australian Adventures of the Evans Bay Paper Ti ger Fleet  
 
You may have noticed the fast moving and fast growing Evans Bay Paper Tiger fleet has been missing a 
few boats for club racing recently, this wasn’t just because the boats were going so fast that you didn’t see 
them racing around, it was due to 5 members of the club (Peter Robins, Glenn Syman, Ryan (Rowdy) 
Leatham, Sean Syman and Lynley Manning) packing their little babies, whoops I mean boats, into a forty 
foot Maersk Line shipping container to be transported over to Lake Illawara, New South Wales, Australia. 
 
It all began (well for Me, Peter and two others in the team anyway) with the 6am flight out of Wellington 
direct to Sydney where we were picked up by one of the Australian organising committee and driven down 
the New South Wales coast to Lake Illawara, a little over an hour south, by this stage we were starting to 
feel a little bit like rock stars and the feeling only got stronger as we were delivered to the house that was 
billeting us.  There were six of the New Zealand team staying here in an awesome house that allowed us to 
have our own room; in fact my room even had a massive projector TV screen and all the Playstation toys 
you could think of!!  A huge thanks needs to go to Mark, Karen and Xavier (9 months old) Anderson for 
accommodating six Kiwis under their roof for the week, and they weren’t even yachties! 
 
But it was time to get back to reality (well sort of), we were chauffeured down to the Yacht Club to unpack 
the container and re-assemble our boats in anticipation for the regatta ahead.  As we arrived at the club 
there was a beautiful 20-25kts of breeze from the south (but it was still a balmy 20 plus degrees, not like the 
southerlies we get here in Wellington).  Little did we know that this was going to be the most wind we would 
see in our entire trip to Australia. 
 
The next day we all rolled out of bed fairly early and were again chauffeured down to the club (this 
chauffeuring happened every morning, and you were wondering why we felt like rock stars!  A huge thanks 
to Neil Waterman for his fantastic help and “never too much trouble” attitude while we were over there).  
From here we went for a sail for a couple of hours to re-familiarise ourselves with the boats, they are quite 
different to sailing on a Keelboat/Trailer Yacht/Wagstaff Skiff (you have to hike to start with, oh yeah and 
they don’t broach!!), and find anything we had forgotten to re-attach. 
 
As Thursday dawned it was time to get the boats officially signed off by the measurers and start thinking 
about the serious racing ahead over the next few days.  By the time the troublesome group from the house 
arrived (yes me included) the rest of the team had made sure that the entire kiwi team’s boats were 
measured and waiting for us to rig them up and go sailing.  Thanks heaps to Lynley, Mark, Glenn, Sean and 
of course the magnificent shore crew support of Wendy Syman!! 
 
Following measuring, the afternoon was scheduled to have some invitation racing before the kick off of 
serious racing on Friday morning.  This afternoon turned out to be the highlight of my regatta with a nice 8-
12 knots of breeze and two races held, after obtaining a 6th in the first race and a win in the second I was 
happy for the regatta to end right there and then!!   But as the age old superstition mentions, never win the 
invitation race if you want to have a good regatta.  But hey, there was no way at all I was giving up a bullet 
at an International regatta even if it was only an invitation race!! 
 
Friday saw what was meant to be the start of the first race at 0930hrs only for it to be delayed for a couple 
of hours due to a lack of breeze; this was to become a very common event for the entire weekend.  With 
everyone keen and eager to start racing we finally started on our third attempt after a couple of general 
recalls, unfortunately one of the Kiwi team (John Kennett from Christchurch) was still a little eager to start 
and was OCS, which turned out to be a devastating mistake as it cost him an overall regatta victory. 
 
Friday also found us meeting Bob our new team mascot.  Bob was an Australian native who decided he 
liked Kiwi’s more than those odd Australian people.  I bumped into him when picking up my sailing gear 
from inside the club when he then followed me down to my boat before scary the living daylights out of me 
by jumping on my thongs (whoops I mean jandals) just as I was about to put them on.  I think this was 
probably the fastest I moved all regatta as I jumped about three feet in the air.  I reckon Bob may have 
misread the name of my boat, thinking it was called “FLY” instead of “FLYER”, and that he was going to get 
a really big feed, as you have probably guessed by now, Bob was a Huntsman spider who would not leave 
us Kiwis alone all regatta.  The next morning he was found at the top of Lynley’s mast as she was pulling up 
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her sail and then climbed out of her back beam later on in the day after completing three races with her.  
Bob was last seen on the final morning catching a ride on the shoulder of one of the Australian sailors. 
 
As for the rest of the regatta it all seemed to blur into one big hazy mess (and no it wasn’t to do with alcohol 
this time!) as every race was sailed in 3-6 knots (or less), which was incredibly frustrating and not really the 
conditions we Evans Bay sailors are used to.  
 
Even though the weather or the lake (it was full of ribbon weed that seemed to be magnetically attracted to 
Paper Tiger centreboards and rudders) didn’t really come to the party it was still a fantastic regatta 
organised by the Koonawara Bay Sailing Club which included social events most nights including a Beer 
and Prawn evening that was a perfect excuse for the Kiwi team to steal the party with the use of our 
Hawaiian shirts from the Nelson Nationals. 
On the final day of the regatta we sailed in pouring raining and incredibly shifty wind conditions that taught 
many of us some very useful lessons, such as never ever give up when racing!! 
 
One of the highlights of the final race was rounding the bottom mark (in 1 or 2 knots of breeze) and looking 
up behind me to see 20-25 PT’s lined up side-by-side about three boat lengths behind me preparing to 
round the mark, would have made one awesome photo!!  The other highlight of the day would have to be 
watching Sean Syman finishing the final race in 15th position and securing the Junior title, a really well 
sailed regatta Sean and an incredibly well sailed final race!! 
 
Results for the Evans Bay contingent are listed below: 
·  Glenn Syman  PT 2922 – Unplugged 11th Overall, 2nd Kiwi; 
·  Ryan (Rowdy) Leatham PT 821 – FLYER 19th Overall, 4th Kiwi; 
·  Peter Robins PT 888 – Skytrain 25th Overall, 7th Kiwi; 
·  Sean Syman PT 3009 – Money for Nothing 33rd Overall, 1st Junior, 9th Kiwi; 
·  Lynley Manning PT 2800 – One Fish Two Fish 41st Overall, 11th Kiwi. 

Following the regatta Lynley and I decided that it would be a good idea to go and terrorise Sydney for a few 
days before flying home to reality again.  All I can say is that Lynley booked us into a hotel in Kings Cross 
and that part of the trip probably deserves a report all to itself!!! 
 
Overall it was a fantastic trip and huge learning experience for all of the Kiwi team.  I would highly 
recommend to anyone that gets a chance to sail in an International regatta that you jump at the opportunity 
and grab it with both hands.  And of course if you want to come and start sailing with us on the fastest 
moving fleet in the club, come over and have a chat while we are rigging up, most of us are a friendly 
bunch!! 
 
See you all out on the water for Winter Series. 
Cheers, Rowdy 
PT 821 - FLYER 
 
 
 

 

HAVE WE GOT YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS? 
The best way to stay informed of events, racing & general information 

is via our irregular emails.  Often this is our only avenue for issuing last 
minute information, and we’d hate to think of you missing out.  You can 

unsubscribe at any time, so to stay up with the play, drop 
Communications a line at kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 

 
 

 
 

 

Without question, the greatest invention in the history of mankind is beer. Oh, I grant you that the wheel was also a 
fine invention, but the wheel does not go nearly as well with pizza. - Dave Barry 
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Spotlight on Sub-Committees  
 

In this issue of the Spinnaker, we tackle the House Committee and Facilities Committee, those 
responsible for ensuring we have beer & food, and a place to drink & eat it in. 
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Debt Recovery Costs  
 

The Management Committee agreed 
that from 1 March 2005, all new 
outstanding debts will incur interest 
and any associated debt recovery 
costs.  
Interest will be charged at the rate of 
19% per annum.  



�
�

- 11 - 

���������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
�� ����
 

Facilities Committee  
 
Potholes in the trailer park, call Facilities.  Broken window, call Facilities.  Leaking tap, call 
Facilities.  Start box showers need painting, well, you get the picture... 
 
All the buildings around the club premises –the clubhouse, Black Shed, Startbox, TRIYA shed, 
Sailing Academy Shed – and the land around them – rigging area, hardstand, trailer park, car park 
– that’s what Facilities look after, inside & out, back to front.  They’re a multi-talented team of more 
than just the sub-committee members, between themselves and their volunteers they’re 
electricians, plumbers, chippies, lawnmowers, road crews, roofers and painters.  Strap a broom to 
their back & they’ll sweep the yard as they go. 
 
We’re certainly not looking for anyone who’d all of those things, in fact the ideal person for running 
the Facilities Committee is someone who’s well organised enough to delegate the work to all those 
other bods...although it has to be said, a little knowledge of building maintenance would help, but 
you all have houses don’t you. 
 
Whilst there are a few meetings to attend every now & then, the job is really a practical one, 
prioritising maintenance needs, organising repairs, ordering and purchasing hardware, tools and 
paint, helping out with repair work, running the Working Bee, working out what renovations and 
development needs to be done to buildings and land.  If you want to be in charge of all of this, the 
Club Captain’s job is up for grabs at the AGM but if you don't want to be the head honcho, being 
on the Facilities committee is a great way to gain practical skills, knowledge and confidence, all at 
the clubs expense, so to speak. 
 
Facilities also run the Black Shed & Trailer park storage, for this we need super well organised 
people, who have some knowledge of (or willingness to learn) the intricacies of boat storage, cos 
they’re funny shaped things, and their owners can have some pretty tough requirements from time 
to time. 
 
Matt McCullough has been Club Captain for three years now, he’s keen to hand over the reins, 
and no doubt happy to discuss the job in detail if you have any queries, you’ll usually find him near 
the bar on Friday nights, wearing his overalls, spattered with paint. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

I ask people why they have deer heads on their walls. They always say because it's such a beautiful 
animal. I think my mother is attractive, but I have photographs of her. - Ellen DeGeneres 

Youth Sail 2009  
 
The 2009 YouthSail Regatta, hosted by Naval Point Club, Lyttelton concluded in mid April after five days 
of racing on Lyttelton Harbour.   The weather over the week was very variable, with light winds on the first 
two days changing to gusty northerlies on the Thursday and strong winds on the Friday morning dropping 
off to very light winds in the afternoon. 
 
Seven 420’s and eleven Laser Radials entered from across the country and a great week of racing ensued in 
a very friendly atmosphere. Both classes went to the wire to select the winners with both contenders 
separated by a single point going in to the last race.  Brittany Wornall (Mount Pleasant Yacht Club) and 
Emma Goodwin (Napier Sailing Club) came out on top of the 420 fleet recording six wins in the twelve 
race series. It was a close fought event for the top spot and Wornall and Goodwin clinched the top spot on 
count back from sister duo Emma and Sarah Berry (Evans Bay Yacht & Motorboat Club) who also won 
six races and finished on equal points. 
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Definitions 
Secret:  Something you tell to one person at a time. 
Pedestrian:  A motorist with two or more children of driving age. 
Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia: Fear of long words. 
Egotist:  Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation. 
Divorce:  The future tense of the word "marriage". 
Bungee Jumping:  Suicide, with strings attached. 
Adult:  A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle. 
Out of Bounds:  An exhausted kangaroo. 
Tax:  A fine for doing right. 
Toothache:  The pain that drives you to extraction. 
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Do you have an old digital camera sitting around in a 
drawer somewhere, gathering dust?  We’d like to have 
one in the club office to capture moments that happen 
during the week, to be recorded for posterity, or for 
publishing in the Spinnaker.  If you have a spare, please 
give me a call, Alison, on 385-7347 or email 
kokamo39@actrix.co.nz. 

 

 

Ever wondered what happened to the America’s Cup…  
Blatantly plagiarised from articles by John Rousmaniere, Eric Sharp and stuff.co.nz 

George Schuyler and John Cox Stevens got it right when they founded the America's Cup in the 
1850s. Half a century later, a cup historian, Herbert L. Stone, said this: "The America's Cup, after 
all, is a synonym of things brave and big and famous." That may not seem the case today as we 
sadly peer into the slough of despond into which the cup has been allowed to topple, but it's what 
the America's Cup was as recently as June 2007, when the Kiwis and the Alinghis brawled off 
Valencia. 

 The owners of the yacht America dedicated the trophy she won in England as a challenge cup. 
No challenger, no race. One of the founders' strokes of genius is that they encouraged the two 
sides to negotiate terms over boats, schedules, race courses, rules, and anything else. Another is 
that Stevens and Schuyler set mandatory conditions to force the defender to hold a race should 
there be no mutual consent. The challenger first blows the trumpet, then the challenger and the 
defender together have to play a tune. It may not be the tune the defender likes, but he has to 
play something, and it must be a duet, unless the defender forfeits.  

 What's wrong with that? Not much. Those simple rules have worked well for almost 130 years 
because defenders usually understood that they were not owners of a trophy but trustees for the 
most exciting kind of competition there is, which is a challenge match. Nearly 40 years ago the 
New York Yacht Club advanced the principle further by opening the event to multiple challengers. 
That worked, too, and for a long time. Now we're being told that this solid foundation is crumbling 
because it requires the defender to actually listen to the challengers - a terrible thing, apparently, 
even though it has succeeded more than 30 times. 

A meeting between the Swiss defender Alinghi and American challenger BMW Oracle in March 
2008 ended in stalemate.  The failed negotiations in Geneva, Switzerland, prompted Team New 
Zealand to call for Alinghi owner Ernesto Bertarelli to forfeit the cup immediately and let Oracle 
hold a conventional event with multiple challengers in 2010. 

New Zealand leader Grant Dalton said, “Having admitted that they cannot be ready by October, 
we believe that Alinghi should forfeit right now, allowing BMW Oracle and the other challengers to 
get the America’s Cup back on track and minimizing challengers’ continuing financial hardship 
that (Alinghi) created,” said Dalton, whose syndicate has sued Alinghi for monetary damages 
allegedly caused when Alinghi unilaterally cancelled the America’s Cup planned for 2009. 

The America’s Cup has helped keep the sport of sailing in the dark ages by its hidebound 
traditionalism. While cup teams like to boast that their boats are cutting-edge machines, the truth 
is that an 85-foot, $5 million cup boat would get its butt kicked by a 20-foot, $20,000 Tornado 
catamaran. Oracle’s challenge may drag the event, kicking and screaming, into the 21st Century.  

But that presupposes a race between equals, where two teams have an equal chance to come 
up with the best design, not a repeat of the tortoise-and-hare contest that saw Dennis Conner’s 
catamaran destroy a giant monohull from New Zealand in 1988. 
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When Alinghi cancelled the America’s Cup planned for 2009, that unilateral action threw a dozen 
challenger teams into limbo. Kiwi leader Dalton, once Bertarelli’s “head cheerleader,” probably 
spoke for most when he said, “We believe that given the opportunity, BMW Oracle would be only 
too willing to work with the America’s Cup community as a whole to restore the Cup’s standing to 
what it was at the conclusion of the last America’s Cup. Regattas could be held in Valencia this 
summer sailing the 2007 Cup yachts; next year the new 90-foot yachts could be racing and a 
multi-challenge America’s Cup could be held in Valencia in 2010”. 

The Swiss PR machine has tried to demonize the Americans as conniving sea lawyers who are 
trying to steal through court action a prize that they are afraid to compete for on the water. But 
the Swiss painted themselves into the corner they now occupy. 

Yet it’s hard to understand why Ellison would want to be known as the man who won the 
America’s Cup in a courtroom after he was unable to win it on the water.  Not that there isn’t 
precedent. After Sir Michael Fay got his handed to him in the 1988 mismatch between his New 
Zealand’s 135 foot monohull and Dennis Conner’s 60-foot catamaran, Fay went back to court to 
demand that he be awarded the cup, and the court actually gave it to him, if only briefly. That 
decision was overturned when the Americans appealed. But at least Conner also won on the 
water, even if his David carried a cannon against the pea shooter on Fay’s Goliath. 

That 1988 race came about after the Americans took a position much like that adopted by the 
Swiss in 2008 and went to court.  Sweetness and light is not what the America’s Cup has ever 
even about.  Who can forget that glorious moment after the 1988 race when a very drunk Dennis 
Conner looked at Fay’s yacht designer, Bruce Farr, and snarled, “Clear the stage. Get off my 
stage. You’re finished…. You’re a loser!” 

And so to 2009.  In May a New York judge ordered Alinghi to face bitter American rival BMW 
Oracle Racing in a rare one-on-one showdown in fast monster boats in a best-of-three match in 
February. 

Judge Kornreich strongly urged the bickering syndicates to go to mediation to finalize the dates 
and other issues surrounding what could be the most spectacular racing in America's Cup 
history. 

This sets the syndicates on course to meet in massive multihulls that are so cutting-edge they 
can sail up to 2-1/2 times the speed of the wind.  Ellison's BMW Oracle Racing has been testing 
a 27mx27m trimaran with a mast as high as a 16-story building and a mainsail twice the size of a 
Boeing 747's wing.  The Swiss are secretly building what's reportedly a 33.5m catamaran in 
Villeneuve on the eastern shore of Lake Geneva. 

Racing will be in Valencia, Spain, or another Northern Hemisphere port picked by the Swiss, who 
must give the Americans six months notice of their choice. 

Oracles spokesman Tom Ehman said BMW Oracle Racing believes the races should be held on 
February 8 and 10, with a third race on February 12 if necessary.  Mediation will also determine 
whether an Italian challenger can participate. 

 

The Mighty EBYMBC Sounds Trip 
 

On the 1st of May, 2009, a group of 55 hardy sailors took to the waters of the Marlborough Sounds.  
 
Well, maybe hardy isn’t the correct word to describe us. Keen and enthusiastic landlubbers who wanted to 
go sailing, could be a more fitting description for some of us (including myself of course). Regardless, at the 
end of our three day sailing trip I’m sure we’d all like to think of ourselves as sailors. And perhaps a little 
more able on the sea than a famous skipper and his first mate Gilligan, who disappeared after a fateful 3 hour 
tour... 
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So sit right back and I’ll tell you the tale of the Evans Bay Armada….  
 
We came from all walks of life - I.T. geeks, university students, lawyers, the film industry (not Ginger the 
movie star), amongst many others.   And we came from all levels of sailing experience - from none at all, to 
instructors, and former Olympians.  
 
And from all over the globe - there were the obligatory token Kiwis, amongst a smattering of nationalities 
including Australians, Brits, Dutch, Germans, Italians, French, Russians, Yanks, and a few others I’ve 
probably forgotten by now.   
 
Fortunately the weather was much better than we had been experiencing in Wellington earlier that week. So 
good, in fact, we were reminded that there is indeed an orange globe in the sky, and that it’s a good idea to 
resist the temptation of looking directly at its magnificence.  
 
And the sailing, well, that’s what we were all there for. It was truly an amazing experience.  
 
We all had different reasons for loving it. Some enjoyed the feeling of harnessing mother nature’s forces to 
fill our sails, others the thrill of racing, and others the relaxation of not going anywhere quickly (and in our 
case, racing and not going anywhere quickly applied at the same time thanks to some bad luck with the 
wind), and at least one was satisfied with just the wagging of a tail and hanging a tongue out in the gentle 
breeze.  
 
And then there were the activities that the sailing enabled us to do. Like seeing dolphins surf in our wake, 
tramping up bird island for a spectacular view, having lunch at Ships Cove, catching a shark or two, and 
taking pictures that can make anyone look like good photographer (and more importantly make our land 
lover mates jealous….and join us for another trip soon).  
 
On our boat, Tranquillity, we had the very experienced Martin White (from England) as skipper, Simon from 
NZ, Urs and Wiebke from Germany, and myself from Florida. Thanks to the close quarters and relaxing 
atmosphere, we got to know each other pretty well. Our personal space all but disappeared as we’d 
sometimes negotiate having 2.5 people doing things in the kitchen area, which was fine as working around 
and with each other had become second nature.  
 
Going onshore for dinner Saturday night was another story though. After only 1 beer most of us felt as 
though the room was moving. It’s making me sway just thinking about it now. Though, there’s something 
novel in knowing you are on land, but feeling something completely different (that may just be me though).  
 
 For myself, this was the longest boating trip I had been on. Growing up I did lots of motor boating on the 
local river in Florida, but never overnight. And I only learned to sail in September 2007, when I started 
volunteering for Sailability. (which I highly recommend to anyone if you have a free Sunday morning or 
afternoon, you like giving back to the community, and have a desire to sail).  
 
The trip seems to be a catalyst for a life changing decision, as it’s renewed my travel bug (I’ve been in NZ 
for 5 years). Within 48 hours of getting back to work (don’t tell anyone I work with just yet) I started 
forming the idea of going to Europe and pursuing my dream of sailing around on yachts. Any tips would be 
great, I’ll be leaving in August, and coming back in February 2010 to switch careers from I.T. to teaching.  
 
Oh, and of course last but not least, I’d like to thank Remy for organizing the trip, and all the skippers for 
helping us have a great weekend. It was an amazing experience, and one I’ll definitely want to do again next 
year. (continued over) 
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In total we had 9 yachts, ranging from having 4 people through to 10+. In the end, we learned a lot about 
sailing. And that for around $300 it’s something that’s completely feasible to do with a group of friends (as 
long as they aren’t too worried about a Gilligan’s Island situation).  
 
Cheers! 
James Carman Parsons 
thesailingcarman@gmail.com 
 
 
 

     

  

  

 

 
 

 


