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The Spinnaker 
 

Contact Details  
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open roughly: 
   Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
   Sat 9am-1pm  
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org.nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
 Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 
  Kilbirnie,   
  Wellington 6241 

Physical address:  
  501 Evans Bay Parade,  
  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6021 

Slip master / Bookings           
  027-240-5109 or  
  04-939-4172 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
 04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 12. 
 

The Spinnaker  is produced bi-
monthly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Alison Pritchard 
  04-385-7347 
  kokamo39@actrix.co.nz 
 
Black & White Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
Bulk orders placed in advance:  
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract 
Please call for colour pricing. 
 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
Next Issue – April 2010 
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The two symbols of the Republican Party: an 
elephant, and a big fat white guy who is 
threatened by change.  - Seth MacFarlane 
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Club Captain’s Report 
 
A full on time for the Facilities team.  At this time we are in the process of replacing the roof over toilet area 
and the main office.  In doing this we have to re pitch the flat roof to meet the new building requirements 
and remove the bar cooler compressor cited on the roof so we will have this serviced at the same time.  
Stage two the lounge area will be completed in next year’s budget. 
 
Security lighting along the eastern side of the slipway has now been completed with the addition of heat 
sensors to control them.  Lighting at the north and south end of the Black Shed has also been upgraded. 
 
The Black Shed has been redesigned and numbered thanks to Murray Thomas and several yachts not 
known to the Club were found.  This is featured in another report also in this issue (see opposite). 
 
We are in the process of replacing Neil Currie’s container on the slipway and will need some volunteers to 
remove and replace the roof structure.  Please let me know if you are available to help. 
 
The existing hot points on the north and eastern walls of the slipway are also in the process of upgrading 
and at this time we will also install wiring for a sub-board in the new container. 
 
ManCom has approved purchasing two more cradles for the slipway with another one in the next financial 
year.  This will complete the replacement programme for the Slipway. 
 
We have had several enquiries from the trailer sailor members for secure storage for their auxiliary 
outboards. Space has been found in the back of the Black Shed along side the Travel Lift and thanks to 
Totally Marine who have donated an outboard stand, this facility is now available. When and if the stand is 
full we will build a permanent structure.  See Dale in the office for details 
 
There are several small jobs to be done around the property and we are looking for volunteers so please let 
us know if you are interested. 
 
Thanks for all your support. 
 Gordon  
 

  

Most people would like to be delivered from temptation but would like it to keep in touch. - Robert Orben 
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Sailing Academy Quick Update  
 
As usual, the Academy has been busy with courses all spring. We have completed two adult 
beginners and one junior course, and are half way through another adult beginner and an adult 
intermediate course. All this activity brings in lots of new faces, and many of them are keen to keep 
sailing so please make them feel welcome in the club. Congratulations to the following people who 
have passed their YNZ L2 during the spring 2009 season:  Matthew Tolan, Janine Morris, Jacqui 
Allen, Oliver Seiler, Cornelia Engelhardt, Simon Coggins, Jian Sun, Jono Nicholson, Alastair 
Nicholson, Jongki Sohn, Sarah Dunckley, Patrick Fritzsche, Amy Tromans, Andrew Wright, 
Charlotte Young, Nick Axten, Simon Tankersley. 
 
Spring 2009 also saw the Academy establish a new regular event on the calendar. Every second 
Sunday, from 1pm to 4pm, we now run Sunday Social Sailing. This is simply a time when 
Academy boats are available for hire by any suitably qualified club member for fun sailing. The 
main purpose is to encourage recent graduates to keep sailing, giving them more time on the 
water and also a chance to meet and get to know other club members. After our sail we usually 
have a sausage sizzle and a drink or two, and reflect on the wonderful time we have just had! The 
first session of 2010 will be on the 10th January, if you would like to be added to the mailing list for 
Social Sailing please just drop me an email. Those of you with your own boats are of course 
welcome to come and sail with us too - we often have destination sails (for example to Oriental 
Bay for an ice cream), and may in future introduce a skills coaching aspect so it is a good chance 
to come and have some fun outside of the usual racing programme! 
 
Other events organised by the Academy since my last update have included a tour of a Bluebridge 
ferry, a VHF radio course, and a tour of the NZ Rescue Co-ordination Centre and Maritime Radio 
HQ. These events and others before them have been very successful in involving both recent 
Academy graduates and the general membership in club activities, adding to the community value 
of the club and encouraging graduates to become full club members. Whenever practical we also 
open these events to the wider club membership, please do support them and help make our 
efforts worthwhile. Thanks to Murray Thomas and Rowan Hatch for their parts in running the 
above events. 
 
A message to would-be trailer yacht and keeler sailors: the Academy has four sets of wet weather 
gear of varying sizes. We are making these available on FREE season loan to help you get started 
if you want to sail on trailer yachts or keelers, please contact me to arrange this. Thanks to Daryl 
McGee for donating this equipment to us. 
 
Martin White, Sailing Academy Officer 
eb.academy@gmail.com 
 
�
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This yarn is about one of my first visits to the great Hopai sports day. Hopai is in the Pelorus Sounds and on the 
eastern side  .The event is held on a flat stretch of pasture next to a tall stand of old man pines that protect the 
area from the westerly that blows in from the Tasman. As a general rule it falls on the first Saturday of the New 
Year and begins around midday. This gives people time to get there and anchor up. 
 
This was 1991 and my mate Bob of Gaffer fame and I decided that we would like to take both our boats to the 
Sounds for a blast and a little holiday. Got all the food, fuel, water and of course the booze on board after a mad 
rush that only got worse as the time to go got closer. 

 
Gaffer is a steely of some 34ft and designed by Nick Skeats .As you may have gathered she is a gaff rigged 
cutter. My own boat at the time was also a steely and 37ft but designed by Gerry Breekvelt as a mast head cutter 
and called Hobo. Both of these boats were built by us at home. 

 
We had made the decision to go on the 0430 tide and duly did so. By the time we got to Steeple Rock it was clear 
that the little Mitsubishi in Gaffer was never going to get her to the Sounds. We had fitted a hydraulic drive 
system but there were problems and they were not going to be resolved in a few hours. We turned back and Hobo 
ended up towing Gaffer back to the moorings. 

 
After some discussion all the provisions from Gaffer were transferred to Hobo and some sleep booked in. We 
then left on the afternoon tide. On board were Bob and his son Dion, myself and one of my boys, Bryan.  
 
There was almost no wind and Hobo had a 63hp Ford so motoring was no problem. About 30 minutes past Karori 
Light the engine began to run a little rough so we throttled off. She promptly stopped. Managed to establish that 
the fuel filter was clogged and put on a new one.  Problem solved. We motored on past The Brothers until the 
entrance to Queen Charlotte Sounds. At this point we decided to stay at a place called Copper Point. It was very 
deep and the bottom was covered in fist sized rocks so holding was poor. The Sounds have very few lights in the 
outer parts and GPS was in its’ infant days.  Not really a place to be moving around in the dark unless you know 
your way around. 
 
The next good tide for Cape Jackson meant leaving at 0230. Still no wind so back to the motor. Good progress 
was made and we ended up at Hopai in plenty of time to get settled in. There were plenty of boats from Welly 
that I recognized but in those days I didn’t know many of the people.  

 
The sports events were of a wide range. There was wood chopping and running races, from the100 meters right 
through to a cross country. The long line at the gumboot throwing was testimony to its popularity. Some weren’t 
too happy though, such as the little boy who got the gumboot in the head or the chap who spent a lot of time 
getting up and down trees retrieving gumboots. Other forms of laughter were available in the form of egg and 
spoon races along with traditional ones like sack racing and 3 legged races. This seemed to bring out a few ring-
ins that had definitely been practicing for some time. The girls race being won by the same pair for a number of 
years [they were twins]. The 1500 meter men’s was a hit when the chap at the back cut across the track to catch 
the leader but graciously let him cross the finish first. This brought about much clapping from the audience who 
appreciated the man’s efforts not to be left out of the action. 

 
Refreshments were essential as the temperature rose into the low 30’s. Of course the favourite was always beer. 
This was purchased after paying a deposit on the jugs that had a sheep tag or similar on the handle. These jugs 
then became of value to young entrepreneurs who would gladly return them at the end of the day for the reward. 
As one would expect, not too many got lost. 

 
The other long line was at the women’s loo. The men’s was never a problem , so a spy was stationed nearby and 
when it was empty some of the more adventurous chicks would use them. The blokes didn’t seem to mind as they 
had more serious stuff to do. This included discussing the stats of the latest outboard, where the best fishing was 
and how to keep the beer cold, very important stuff. 
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The day would end with the all important prize giving. These days they hand out the prizes and trophies as they 
go along as some of the competitors have to leave early. The drive back to civilization is over a dirt road so not 
the fastest. There were also several helicopters to one side and these were a source of great admiration by many. 
Especially the beautiful black Bell Jet Ranger. A barge also comes down from Havelock with as many on as can 
fit and this leaves as soon as the events are over as it is a bit of a haul back. Most of the boats departed for other 
places while there was plenty of light still available. We decided to stay at Hopai for the evening. Dinner was the 
usual when you were too tired to get carried away with cooking, something from Mr. Watties. 

 
We had been invited to Northwest Bay by Tony Coard. There is a sheltered spot right at the end of the bay and 
several of the Welly boats were going to be there. I took this as an opportunity to get to know some of the Evans 
Bay Yacht Club members. The weather was ok so off we went. We arrived late morning to find Wakarere, 
Contention, Omega and Ruawaka anchored and rafted. One of the guys came out in a dinghy to take the anchor 
and set it for us as he knew where all the other anchors were. 

 
A small alarm bell rang in my head as he seemed a little tiddly but was doing ok so we had no need to question 
his judgment. We had a 50lb plough and 60 meters of 12mm chain so we set it in fairly deep as the forecast was 
not too good. Then the customary stern line to the shore. This was tied to a large rock above the high tide mark 
[one only ties it below high tide once as it means getting wet to retrieve it]. This helped to keep the boats slightly 
apart. 

 
The rest of the day was spent at Tony’s place helping to build a stairway and door entrance. Had a few beers and 
a feed while spending the evening getting to know the rest of the residents. We finally crawled into bed at some 
uncivilized hour. 

 
After getting up in the morning, which was closer to lunch than breakfast we all went off for a scrub in the damn 
cold stream. Whoever said that it was refreshing is full of s!#t, it was freezing. The rest of the day was spent 
exploring the surrounding area. Of interest was a lonely looking cabbage that seemed to be saying “Eat me”. So 
we did. Also a pig, but we thought better of that. Right on the beach edge was a burnt out bach. It seems some 
gentleman was spending his weekends with the secretary there instead of his wife and she took exception to it. So 
the scorned one burnt the love nest to the ground. Seemed a shame as it was in a lovely location. 

 
During the afternoon I took the opportunity to inform the rest of the boats that I had to go to Portage the next day 
as I was picking somebody up. This brought about some laughter and a few looks of disbelief, mostly because the 
forecast was for 35/40 knots out of the North West. After tea we gave them another reminder then went to bed. 

 
Yet again dawn came and we were ready for a new adventure. Had breakfast and began to prepare for our 
departure to Portage whilst politely giving the neighbours another reminder that we were off. Not much action 
was apparent from the other boats so the assumption was made that they were under control. Dropped off the 
springers etc and sent one of boys ashore for the stern line. All looked ok except we were slowly swinging onto 
the rocks so we slowly motored forward while retrieving the anchor .This came out with a bit of persuasion the 
Hobo way. That is, drive over it and break it out. 

 
This brought forward some mad scurrying that resembled an angry hive of bees. Any form of order seemed to be 
lacking though. Something akin to an awareness that all wasn’t tickity boo was more like it. Bob’s instructions 
were “Eyes straight ahead and don’t look back”. So they looked and I steered.  It would seem that the only thing 
raining was pandemonium. The boat furtherest away from us was Wakarere. She promptly ran aground and 
Omega and Contention’s anchors were both pulled free. It would appear that as we pulled our anchor up it had 
been over the top of the other two chains and we had lifted them up also. I had built a hydraulic anchor winch that 
ran straight off the engine crank so it really didn’t take any notice of two more anchors as it was a little over built. 
[I still tend to over build stuff]. Of course to add to the problem there was only one stern line and it was blowing 
in true Northwest Bay fashion- very hard. I did find out later that they did get everything under control again. 
There where mutterings about crazy people going out on windy days. 

 
We motored to Portage as the wind was 35/40 knots and behind us. We were constantly overtaken by willy waws 
that pelted us with heavy rain. Portage finally came into view, twice, as we went to the wrong place the first time. 
This was an error we were to make a few more times. 
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After tying up to the jetty I went off to pick up my passenger only to find that he could not get on the ferry as it 
was full. He booked for the next day at the same time. We got fuel and a feed then moved over to Fish Bay for 
the rest of the day and night. Holding was ok but needed plenty chain out as the wind was all over the place. 
Having plenty of chain out seemed to stop the anchor from slowly walking across the bottom but did take a little 
getting used to as Hobo was  moving around a lot. Most of us went ashore for a walk on the rolling farmland 
which has the road to Hopai going through it. 

 
The next day we picked up my co-worker Scott. We worked together at Pooles Engineering [Pooles was owned 
by Hugh Poole of Port Nick’ and owner of Jet]. The plan was to make our way home to Welly as the weather 
allowed. Both Scott and I were due back at work soon. As we left Portage in the late afternoon the wind moved to 
south and low cloud rolled in. As we came towards Maude Island we mistook a headland and ended up motoring 
into a heavy southerly chop and against the tide in order to get out of the bay. The rising southerly encouraged us 
to seek shelter for the night. Thus we ended up on the west side of the channel between Maude Island and the 
mainland .We set the anchor down between a mussel farm and the shore. The shore was steep and covered in 
small stones but the holding was ok. We bumped the bottom once so pulled in a little chain and were ok for the 
rest of the evening. Except for a long slow ground swell it was comfortable and out of the wind. 

 
Daylight saw us under way again. Through Allen Strait and on to Cape Jackson. There we decided to stay in 
Queen Charlotte or Tory for the night. Anapua Bay seemed ok as it was close to Tory entrance. As we motored in 
there was a lot of fish showing up on my depth sounder, [it was one of the old rotating disc ones]. Out went 
spinner and in came the kawhai and plenty to feed us. This seemed to annoy two young fellas who were trawling 
in a dinghy but not catching anything. We anchored away from their very nice plastic boat so as not to upset 
them. 

 
That evening fish was on the menu. Scott and I had a few beers then into the rum until the wee small hours. 
Everybody else wisely went to bed. I can remember getting up before dawn to feed the fish and walking into the 
boom and almost knocking myself out. It was said that I muttered something about being “Too old for this s!#t”. 
They were wrong. I still do it on the odd occasion. 

 
The trip home to Welly was spent with me in the cockpit and Scott on the bunk and neither of us feeling too crash 
hot. Bob and the two boys got us home just fine. My input was to tighten the bolts on the prop shaft bearing as 
they came loose off Sinclair Head and to back Hobo into the berth that now has Kokotahi in it. 

 
A few things that have occurred to me since then. 

1 Cook Strait is a lousy place to have a hangover. 
2 When you are departing from other boats that are rafted to you, get really insistent about informing them 

of your departure. 
3 When somebody says they are leaving, take notice. Even if the weather is terrible they just may do it. 
4 Even when you have been to a place before, it is still easy to get it wrong and end up in the wrong place. 
5 Don’t ignore the alarm bells in your head. They are often right and the knack to utilising them is to keep 

asking yourself what is it that has them ringing and investigate it until it goes away. 
6 And finally, if you want to shag the secretary, remember, you may end up living in the dog box, literally. 
 

                                                                       Nev.  
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From the House 
 
Welcome back to the Club after the holiday period. I hope you found some sunshine where you were. Thank 
you to the team who kept the club going over the break! 
 
As you will have read in the email from the Communications team, Friday Club meals will restart Friday, 
12th February.  That week sees the return of Mon Ami.  Menus will be placed on the website – 
www.ebymbc.org.nz – as soon as it is finalised so you can see what is coming up. You will be able to book 
from here too, so please utilise this where you can so we can ensure everyone gets a meal. 
 
The 12th also sees the return of the Membership draw.  This has been quite successful in that is has been won 
four times already by financial club members since it started. The most recent was the last draw of 2009 
which was won by Martin White. So - you know the drill - be financial and be there.  
 
If you are not receiving the brief and informative update emails – I suggest you do something about it. Just 
send a message to eb.comms@gmail.com to be in the loop. 
 
See you on the water and in the Clubhouse.  
 
Cheers,Lynley 
Rear Commodore 
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2009 - 2010 Management Committee Officers 
 

Commodore Nikki Johnson c/o 939-4167 Email eb.commodore@gmail.com 
Vice Commodore Rick Martin Ph 021 241 7363 Email richard@gaultmitchell.co.nz 
Rear Commodore Lynley Manning Ph 388 9522  Email lmrw@xtra.co.nz 
Club Captain Gordon Cooper Ph 0274 458988 Email ebymc.captain@gmail.com 
Sailing Academy Officer Martin White Ph 380-6110 Email whites.nz@gmail.com 
Communications Officer Jane Thomassen Ph 027 668 0286 Email eb.comms@gmail.com 
Events Officer Mike Usher Ph 027 240 5109   Email mikann@paradise.net.nz 
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On a canal wall in Lyon 

 
Yes, that is a nuclear reactor 

 
Typical rural French canal 


